
 

 

 

Dr Deborah Sayce 
Catholic Education Office of WA 
50 Ruislip St 
Leederville WA 6007 

22 April 2020 

Dear Dr Sayce, 

As is known from public announcements from the Premier and CEWA it appears that Catholic schools in 
Western Australia are working collaboratively with the State Government in relation to a ‘soft return’ of 
students to school sites. 

The IEU has many significant queries and concerns in relation to the Workplace Health and Safety of our 
members. 

As the recognised representative of staff in Catholic schools as a matter of High Priority the IEU seeks 
immediate discussion with CEWA in relation to the proposed arrangement for Term 2. 

These discussions would include but not be confined to: 

1. Cleaning arrangements: IEU members have noted today’s full page advertisement in the West 
Australian  for additional cleaners in public schools 

2. Teacher Workload: Teachers cannot be expected to teach simultaneously face-to-face and online; 
the Minister for Education made it very clear that would not be happening in public schools 

3. Extra resources: The utilisation of relief teachers to ensure all children are taught whether online or 
face-to-face (See 2. above)  

4. Who is returning?: Schools should be surveying parents this week so that the number of children 
attending the school premises for face-to-face teaching or supervision is known before the first day 
of Term 2. Is this taking place? 

5. COVID-19 risk mitigation: Arrangements for physical distancing including the use of areas in addition 
to classrooms 

6. Vulnerable staff: Ongoing arrangements for vulnerable staff and those with vulnerable family 
members to work from home 

7. Hygiene: The adequate provision of sanitising materials and other necessary hygiene supplies. 

IEU members are waiting to hear from their union as to the outcomes of discussions with CEWA. 

An early response to this email and a time set aside for discussions would be much appreciated. 

Regards 

 

Angela Briant 
General Secretary 
IEUA WA Branch 


